commtssjcner fc« patents 
United State* Patent and Traccmark Cfrce 
P.O. Box I450 
Alexandria. VA 223 i 3- i 450 
www.utDto.^!k>y 



JOHN S. PRATT, ESQ 
KILPATRICK STOCKTON, LLP 
1 100 PEACHTREE STREET 
ATLANTA GA 30309 

In re Application of: Lee, et al. 
Application No. 10/677,925 
Filed: October 1,2003 
For: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
MAINTAINING AN ASSOCIATION 
BETWEEN A DISTRIBUTION DEVICE 
AND A SHARED END USER 
. CHARACTERISTIC 

This is a decision on the petition to make special filed October 28, 2004 under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.1 02(d) and M.P.E.P. §708.02(XI): Inventions For Countering Tenrorism. 

The petition is DISMISSED . 

M.P.E.P. §708.02(XI), which sets forth the prerequisites for a grantable petition for Inventions 
For Countering Terrorism under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d), states in relevant part: 

International terrorism as defined in 18 U.S.C. 2331 includes "activities that - (A) 

involve violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that are a violation of the criminal 

laws of the United States or of any State, or that would be a criminal violation if 

committed within the jurisdiction of the United States or of any State; [and] (B) appear to 

be intended - (i) to intimidate or coerce a civilian population; (ii) to influence the policy of a government 

by intimidation or coercion; or (iii) to affect the conduct of a government by assassination or 

kidnapping..." The types of technology for countering terrorism could include, but are not limited to, 

systems for detecting/identifying explosives, aircraft sensors/security systems, and vehicular 

barricades/disabling systems. 

Applicants who desire that an application relating to inventions for countering terrorism 
be made special should file a petition with the petition fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(h) 
requesting the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to make the application special. The 
petition for special status should be accompanied by a statement explaining how the 
invention contributes to countering terrorism. 

Petitioner's submission fails to meet the criteria set out with respect to countering terrorism in 
M.P.E.P. §708.02(XI). The claimed invention and specification are generally directed to using 
an association between a distribution device and an end user to provide the end user with 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



MAILED 

JAN 1 8 2005 

Technology Center 2100 

) 
) 

) DECISION ON PETITION TO MAKE 

) SPECIAL UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.102(d) 

) AND M.P.E.P.§708.02(XI) 

) 



0-* 

Application No. 10/677,925 
Decision on Petition 

information specific to the user. 

Petitioner does not establish a sufficient nexus between the disclosed and claimed invention and 
preventing "violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that are a violation of the criminal laws 
of the United States or of any State" or activities "that would be a criminal violation if 
committed within the jurisdiction of the United States or of any State", or preventing acts that 
appear to be intended to intimidate or coerce a civilian population, influence the policy of a 
government by intimidation or coercion, or affect the conduct of a government by assassination 
or kidnapping. 

As a result, no advancement in the technology of countering terrorism has been persuasively 
shown. 

Accordingly, the petition is DISMISSED . 

Any request for reconsideration must be filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this 
decision. Any inquiries related to this decision may be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272- 
3595. 
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